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The Union Church in Groton was organized Nov. 21, 
1826, and consisted at the time of its organization of fifteen 
male members, and the same number of females. On Jan. 
3, 1827, the Rev. John Todd was ordained to the Pastoral 
office over it. On Nov. 5, 1830, the First Church, which 
has stood here as the organized friends of Christ ever since 
the settlement of xhe Town, with its venerable Pastor, the 
Rev. Daniel Chaplin, D. D. and the Union Church con- 
summated a union with perfect harmony, and thence the 
thing signified became a reality — the Union Church. It now 
contains full two hundred members. 
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. CONFESSION OF FAITH, 



ACCOMPANIED BY SCRIPTURE PROOFS. 



FORM OF ADMISSION. 



ADDRESS. 

Beloved Friends : — You have presented your- 
selves before God, and his people, and the world, 
to make a solemn confession of your religious faith, 
and to take upon you everlasting obligations. We 
trust you have duly considered the nature of the 
profession you are about to make, and of the 
engagements into which you are about to enter. 
They will be heard on high, and will be exhibited 
on your trial at the last day. 

Yet be not overwhelmed. If you are sincerely 
desirous to be the Lord's — to believe all his de- 
clarations, and to obey all his commands, he will 
compassionate your weakness, — will make you 
wise by his wisdom, and strong by his power, and 
will conduct you safe to his heavenly kingdom. 
You will attend now to our Confession of Faiths 






CONFESSION OF FAITH. 



We believe there is but one God, the Creator, 
Preserver, and Governor of the universe ; a Being 
self-existent, independent, and immutable ; infinite 
in power, knowledge, wisdom, holiness, justice, 
goodness, and truth. 

I am the Lord, and there is none else ; there is no God besides me. The Lord 
is the true God, he is the living God. God is a spirit. And God said unto Mo- 
ses, I Am that 1 Am. The eternal God is thy refuge. I am the Lord, I change 
not. Do not I fill heaven and earth 7 saith the Lord. Known unto God are all 
his veorks from the beginning of the world. The Lord God omnipotent reigneth. 
One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all. Thou 
art good and doest good. To God only wise, be glory through Jesus Christ forev- 
er. Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts. Righteous art tiiou O Lord ! and up- 
right are tby iudgments. The Lord is gracious and full of compassion. Tny 
counsels of old are faithfulness and truth. Is. 45. 5. Jer. 10^ 10. Jn. 4. 24. 
Ex. 3. 14. Dt. 33. 27. Mai. 3. 6. Jer. 23. 24. Acts 16. 18. Rev. 19. 6. Eph. 
4. 6. Ps. 119. 68. Rom. 16. 27. Is. 6. 3. Pfc 119. 137. Ps. 146. 8. Is. 26. 1. 



We believe that the Scriptures of the Old and 
New Testament were given by inspiration of God ; 
that they contain a complete and harmonious system 
of divine truth ; and are the only and sufficient rule 
of doctrinal belief and religious practice. 

All Scripture is given by inspiration of God. For the prophecy came not in 
old time l^ the will of man ; but holy men of God spake as tney were moved by 
the Holy Ghost. Which things also we speak, not in the words which man^s 
wisdom teaohelii, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth. But I certify you, breth- 
ren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not after man. For I neither 
received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ. 
Ye do err, not knowing the Scriptures. To the law and to the testimony j if they 
speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in them. But 
though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that 
which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed. For I testify unto every 
man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book. If any man shall add 
unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this 
book : and if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this proph- 



ecy, God shall take awaj his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city 
and from the things which are written in this book. 2 Tim. 3. 16. 2 Pet. 1. 21, 
1 Cor. 2. 13. Gal. 1. 11, 12. Matt. 22. 29. Is. 8. 20. Gal. 1. 8. Rev. 22. 18, 19. 



We believe that God is revealed in the Scrip- 
tures as the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost ; 
and that this distinction is perfectly consistent with 
the unity of the God-head, and that these three are 
one, and in all divine attributes equal. 

[For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and 
the Holy Ghost j and these three are onej Go ye therefore, and teach all na- 
tions, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost. The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, andtbe love of God, and the com- 
munion of tiie Holy Ghost be with you all. The Lord direct your hearts into 
the love of God, and into the patient waiting for Christ. Elect according to the 
fore-knowledge of God the Fa^er, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto 
obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ. And God said Let us 
make man in our image after our likeness. Who, being in the form of God, 
thought it not robbery to be equal with God. For unto us a child is bom, unto 
ns a son is given, and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name 
shidl be called V^onderful, Counsellor, the mighty God, the everlasting Father, 
the Prince of peace. In the beginning was the Word and the Word "was with 
God, and the Word was God. 1 and my Father are one. And Thomas answer- 
ed, and said unto him my Lord and my God. ^t unto the Son he saith. Thy 
throne, O God, is foreVer and ever ; a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of 
thy kingdom. This is the true God and eternal life. Whose are the Fathers 
and of whom as concerning the flesh Christ came, who is over all, God blessed 
forever. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, 
which is, and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty. Jesus Christ, 
the same yesterday, and to day,. and forever. For where two or three are gath- 
ered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them. And he said unto 
him. Lord, thou knowest all things, thou knowest that I love thee. For by him 
were all things created that are in heaven and that are in earth, visible and in- 
visible,'wheuier they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers ; all 
things were created by him, ahd for him ', and lie is before all things and by him 
all things consist. And he commandeth us to preach unto the people and to tes- 
tify that it is he, which was ordained of God to be the Judge of quick and dead. 
That all men should honour the Son even as they honour the Father. And again,, 
when he bringeth in the first begotten into the world, he saith. And let all the 
angels of God worship him. And every creature which is in heaven and on the 
earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, 
heard I saying, Blessing and honour, and glory, and power, be unto Him that 
sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb forever and ever. And they stoned 
Stephen, calling upon God, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. But Peter 
said, Annanias, why hath Satan filled thy heart to lie to the Holy Ghost? Thou 
hast not lied unto man but unto God. Except a man be bom of water, and of the 
Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. Which were bora not of blood, 
nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of roan, but of God. All scripture is 
given by inspiration of God. Holy roen of God spake as they were rooved by 
the Holy Ghost. Know ye not that ye are the terople of God, and that the spir- 
it of God dwelleth in you ? What ! know ye not that your body is the temple 
of the Holy Ghost which is in you ? Howbeit when he the Spirit of trath is 
come, he will guide you into all truth. For the Holy Ghost shall teach you in 
the same hour what ye ought to say. And the Holy Ghost descended in a bodily 



shape like a dove upon him. For theSpirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep 
things of God. Whither shall I ^o from thy Spirit ? The Spirit of God hath 
made me. By his Spirit he garnished the heayens. Elsewhere the Holy Ghoet 
ia called the eternal Spiriif the Spirit qf wisdom and knowledgej the Spirit qf 
promise, the Spirit of power, the Spirit qf holiness, and the Holy Spirit. [1 Jn. 
6.7.] Matt. 28. 19. 2 Cor. 13. 14. 2 Thess. 3. 6. 1 Pet. 1. 2. Gen. 1. 26. 
Phil. 2. 6. Is. 9. 6. Jn. 1. 1. Jn. 10. 30. Jn. 20. 28. Heb. 1. 8. 1 Jn. 6. 20. 
Rom. 9. 6. Rev. 1.8. Heb. 13. 8. Matt. 18. 20. Jn.21. 17. Col. 1." 16, 17. 
Acts 10. 42. Jn. 6. 23. Heb. 1. 6. Rev. 6. 13. Acts 7. 69. Acts 6. 8'4. Jn. 
3. 6. Jn. 1. 13. 2 Tim. 3. 16. 2 Pet. 1. 21. 1 Cor. 3. 16. 1 Cor. 6. 19. Jn 
16. 13. Lk. 12. 12. Lk. 3. 22. 1 Cor. 2. 10. Ps. 139. 7. Job 26. 13. Job 33. 4. 

We believe that God made all things for himself ; 
that known unto Him are all His works from the 
beginning ; that He governs all things. according 
to the counsel of his own will ; and that the prin- 
ciples and administration of His government are 
perfectly wise, holy, just, and good. 

Thou art worthjr, O Lord, to receive glory, and honour, and povirer. for thou 
hast created all things, and for th^ pleasure they are and were created.* For of 
him, and through him, and to him are all things, to whom be glory forever. 
Whether, therefore, ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of 
God. The Lord hath made all things for himself; yea, even the wicked for the 
day of evil. Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the 
thmgs that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shsill stand, and I will do all my 
pleasure. According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the 
world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love. Having 
predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, accord- 
ing to the good pleasure of his will. To the praise of the glory of his grace, 
wherein he hath made us accepted in the Beloved. Having made known unto U8 
the mystery of his will, accorcung to his good pleasure, which he hath purposed 
in himself. In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated 
according to the purpose of him, 'who worketh all things ailer the counsel of his 
own will. And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the 
face of the earth, and hath determined the times before appointed and the bounds 
of their habitation. Seeing his days are determined, the number of his months 
are with thee, thou hast appointed his bounds that he cannot pass. And truly the 
Son of man goeth as it was determined, but wo unto that man by whom he is be- 
trayed. Him being delivered, by the determinate counsel and fore-knowledge of 
God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain. For of a 
truth against the holy child. Jesus, whom thou hast anointed, both Herod and 
Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the people of Israel, were gathered togeth- 
er, for to do whatsoever thy hand and thy counsel determined before to be done. 
Rev. 4. 11. Rom. 11. 36. 1 Cor. 10. 3L Prov. 16. 4. Is. 46. 10. Eph. 1. 4, 6, 
9, n. Acts 17. 26. Job 14. 6. Luke 22. 22. Acts 2. 23. Acts 4. 27, 28. 

We believe that our first parents were created 
holy, — in the image of God ; that they fell from 
this state of holiness by voluntarily transgressing 



the divine commaijd ; and that in consequence of 
their apostacy from God, the heart of man, until 
renewed by grace, is destitute of holiness^ and 
alienated from God. 

And God said, Let us make man in our ima^e, afler our likeness. So God 
created man in his own image, in the iibage of God created he him. Lo, this 
only have I found, that God hath made man upright ; but they have sought out 
many inventions. Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and 
deatn b^ sin ; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned. By 
the o£^nce of one, judgment came upon all men to condenmation. By 
one man^s disobedience, many were made sinners. And you hath he quickenea 
who were dead in trespasses and sins. But I know you that ye have not the love 
of God in you. For I know that in me, (that is, in my flesh) dwelleth no good 
thing. Because the carnal mind is enmitjr against God : for it is not subject to 
the law of God, neither indeed can be. So then, they tnat are in the flesh can- 
not please God. The heart is deceitful above all things and desperately wicked ; 
who can know it ? And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the 
earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil con- 
tinually^ What then ? are we better than they ? No, in no wise j for we 
have b^ore proved both Jews and Gentiles, that they are all under sin. As it is 
written, There is none righteous, no, not one. There is none that understand- 
eth, there is none that seeketh after God. They are all gone out of the way^ 
^ey are together become unprofitable 3 there is none that doeth good, no, not 
one. Behold, I was shapen m iniquity ; and in sin did my mother conceive me. 
Who can bring a clean tning out of an unclean 7 not one. What is man that he 
should be clean ? and he which is bom of a woman, that he should be righteous ? 
That which is bom of flesh is flesh, and that which is bom of the Spirit is spirit. 
For the imagination of man's heart is evil from his youth. The wicked are es- 
tranged from the womb 3 they go astray as soon as they be bom, speaking lies. 
Foolishness is bound in the heart of a child. For I know that thou wouldest deal 
very treacherously and wast called a transgressor from the womb. And were 
by nature the children of wrath, even as others. Cursed is every one that con- 
tiuueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them. 
The soul that sinneth, it shall die. The wages of sin is death. And these shall 
go away into everlasting punishment. Gen. 1. 26, 27. Eccl. 7. 29. Rom. 6. 12, 
18, 19. Eph. 2. 1. Jn. 6. 42. Rom. 7. 18. and 8. 7, 8. Jer. 17. 9. Gen. 6. 6. 
Rom. 3. 9-12. Ps. 61. 5. Job 14. 4. Job 16. 14. John 3. 6. Gen. 8. 21. Ps. 
58. 3. Prov. 22. 16. Is. 48. 8. Eph. 2.3. Gal. 3. 10. Ezek. 18. 4. Rom. 6. 23. 
Matt 26. 46. 



We believe that Christ, as God manifest in the 
flesh, became the one Mediator between God and 
man ; that by his obedience, sufferings, and death 
he has made a proper and adequate atonement for 
sin ; that he is the only Redeemer of sinners ; and 
that whosoever will may be saved : yet that such 
is the aversion of men to holiness, that all men 
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will refuse to come to., Christ, unless God, by the 
special influences of his Spirit, draw them. 

In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God, and the ^Word 
was God. And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us. Who b6ing in 
the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God ; but made him- 
self of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in 
the likeness of men. For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. 
Behold a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a Son and they shall 
call his name Immanuel, which, being interpreted, is, God with us. And with- 
out controversy, great is the mystery of godliness : God was manifest in tiie 
flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preachea unto the Gentiles^ believed 
on in the world, received up into glory. The Jews answered him saymg, For a 
good work we stone the6 not, but for blasphemy ^and because tibat thou, being 
a man, makest thyself God. But ye are come^To Jesus the Mediator of the 
new covenant. Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, and the truth, and the life ; 
no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. Neither is there salvation in any 
other, for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby 
we must be saved. This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptation, Hiat 
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. Thus it is vmtten, and thus 
it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day : And that 
repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name amos^r all na- 
tions. For this is my blood of the New Testament, which is shed for many for 
the Remission of sins. Without shedding of blood is no remission. And it any 
man sin we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous : And 
he is the propitiation for our sins ; and not for ours only, but dso for the sins of 
the whole world. Ye were not ledeemed with corruptible things, as silver and 
gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers ; but 
with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without 
spot ; Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of ^he world. While 
we were yet sinners Christ died for us. Thou wast slain and hast redeemed 
us to God by thy blood, out of ever^ ^ndred, and tongue, and people, and na- 
tion. The Lord is well pleased for his righteousness sake; he will magnify 
the law and make it honourable. Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation 
through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness, for the remission of 
sins mat are past, through the forbearance of God, -to declare, I say at this 
time, his righteousness, that he might be just, and the justifier of him which 
believeth in Jesus. For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 
Jesus answered and said unto him. Verily, verily, I say unto thee, except a man 
be bom again, he cannot see the kingdom of Crod. Followpeaoe with all men ; 
and holiness, without which ho man shall see the Lord. For in Christ Jesus 
neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision, but a new creature. 
Because the carnal mind is enmity against God ; for it is not subject to the law 
of God, neither indeed can be. So l£en they that are in the flesh cannot please 
God. But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God> for they 
are foolishness unto him, neither can he know them, because they are spiritually 
discerned. A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within 
you ; and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will^ve you an 
neart of flesh. Which were bom not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of 
the ^1 of man, but of God. Not by works of righteousness, which we have 
done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration and 
renewing of the Hwy Ghost. They went out from us, but they were not of us, for 
if tiiey had been of us, they would no doubt have continued with us ; but they 
went out that they might be made manifest, that they were not all of us. For I 
am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor pow- 
ers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other 
creature, shall oe able to separate us from me love of God which is in Christ Je- 
sus our Lord. Being conficfent of this very thing, that he which hath begun a 
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good wofk in^ yon, will pejffo^' it until the day of Jesus Christ. And this is the 
Father's will which hatn sent me, that of dl which he hath dven me, 1 should 
lose nothing, but should naise it up again at the last da^r. My sheep hear my 
voice, and 1 know them ; and they follow me. And I give unto them eternal 
life : and they shall never perish, iieither shall any man pluck them out of my 
handf >> My Father which gave them me is greater than alt, and none ii^ able to 
pluck &em out of my Father's hand. The steps of a good man are ordered by the 
LfOrd ; and he delighteth in his way. Though he fall he shall not be utterly cast 
down ; for the Lord upholdeth him with his hand, l^e righteous also shall hold 
on his way^ and he that hath cle^ hands shall be stronger and stronger. More- 
over whom he did predestinate, them h^ als^ called, and whom he called, them 
he also justified ; and whom he justified, them he also glorified*. But the paUi of 
the just Is as the shining light that shiheth more and more unto the perfect day. 
John 1. 1. 14. Phil. 2. 6. 7. Col. 2. 9; Matt. 1. 23. I Tim. 3. 16. John 10. 
83, Heb. 12. S2. 24. John 14. 6. Acts 4. 12. I Tim. 1. 16. Luke 24. 46. 47. 
Matt 26. 28t Heb- 9. 22. 1 John 2. J. 2. . 1 Pet. 1. 18—20. Rom. 6. 8. Rev. 
6. 9. Is. 42. 21. Rom. 3. 25. 26. John 3. 16. Jn. 3. 3. Heb. 12. 14. Gal. 6. 
16. Rom. 8. 7, 8. 1 Cor. 2. l4. Ezek. 36. 26. Jn. 1. 13. Ttt. 3. 5. 1 Jojm 
2.19. Rom. 8.^,39. I*hil.l.6. John 6. 39. John 10. 27— 29. Psalms 37. 
23, a4. Job 17. 9. Rom. a 30. Pr<iv,4. 18. 



We believe that those who stre saved* were cho* 
sen in Ghrist before the foundation of the world 
that they should be holy and without blame before 
hini in love ; that they are saved, oot by works of 
righteousness which they have done, but through 
the sovereign mercy of God^ by regeneration, re- 
pentance, and faith ill Jesus Christ ; arid that those 
who are boi'n of God are justified freely by his 
grace through the redemfrtion that is in Christ 
Jesus, and aye kept by the powef of God, through 
faith, unto eternal. life. 

' - ■* " » ' , ^ ' ' '^ 

For whom he did foreknow he also did predestinate to be conformed to the 
linage of his Son, that He mi^t be the first-born amdns mainy brethren. More^ 
over, whOoL-he did predestinate, them he «l1so called; and whom he called; 
them h^ also justified; add whom he justified, them he also glorified. My 
sheep hear my voice/and C know them, and they follow mej and" I giVie unto 
teem eternal life ; af^ they shall never perish-, neither sliall any pkck them oyt; 
of my hand. For. I am persuaded that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nOr powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor 
depth, nor any other crjpature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God 
which is in Christ Jesius our Lord. And when the Gentiles heard tkey were 
glad, and glorified the word of the. Lord : «nd.as many as were ordained to etei- 
nd life, believed. Accoiding as he hath chosen us in him, before the foundation 
of the world, that we should be ho^^ and without blame befbre hfm in 4ove. 
Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to hifii- 
ielf aeodrding to the good pleaiure of his will. In whokn also we hAve obtdned 

2 
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an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him who work- 
eth all things after the counsel of his own will. Who hath saved ua, and called 
us with a holy calling — ^not according to our works, but according to his own 
purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began. 
Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ What shall we then say to these things 7 If God be for us, who 
can be against us 1 Being confident of this very, thing — ^that He which hath be- 
gun a good work in you, will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ. Isa. 63. 
10. John 10. 27—29. and 17. 6. 9.. 1 1 . 24 . Rom. 8. 29—39. Acts 13. 48. Rom. 
9. 11. and 11. 5. 7. Eph. 1. 4. 6. IK 2 Thess. 2. 13.' 2 Tim. 1. 9. 1 Pet. 1. 2. 
Eph. 2. 8. 9. 10. and 3. 11. Gall 2. 16. E2ek/36. 26. Tit. 3.5— 7. Rom. 3. 
20. 24. 28. and 5. 1. and 8. 1. John 6. 24. Phil. 1. 6. \ 



We believe that there will be a general resur- 
rection of the bodies, both of the just and unjust; 
that ^all mankind must one day stand before the 
judgment seat of Christ to receive a jus^t and final 
sentence of retribution according to the deeds done 
here in the body; and that the reward bestowed 
on the righteous, and the punishment inflicted on 

the wicked, .will be, alike, eternal. 

> » ■ ' - . • -• . ' ' 

And as it is appointed uhtb men once to die, but afler this the judgnuBnt. 
Then shalLthe oust return to the earth as it was ; and the spirit-shall return unto 
God who gave it In a moment, inlthe twii^kling of an eye, at the last trump ; 
for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we 
shall be changed. Marvel not at this ', for the hour is coming, in the which all 
that are in the graves s^all hear hia voice, and shall come forth, the^ that have 
done good unto the resurrection of life ; and they that have done evil unto the 
resurrection of damnation. And have hope toward God, which they themselvee 
also allow, that there shall be a resurrection of the dead, both of the just and un- 
inst. When the Son of m&m shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with 
nim, then shall he sit upon die throne of his glory. And before him shall be 
gathered all nations : and he shall- separate them one from another, as a shepherd 
divideth his sheep from the goats. And he shall set the sheep on his right nand, 
but the goats on the left. We shall all stand before the judgmentjeat of Christ. 
So then everyone of us shall give acoount of himself to God. For we must all 
appear before the ju4gnient seat o^. Christ, Uiat every one ms^ receive the thingi 
done. in the body according to that he hath done, whether it be eood or bad. For 
Gojd shall bring ever^ work into iudnnent with ev^ry secret taing, whether it 
be good or whether it be evil. But I say nnto yon, that every idle word, that 
men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment. Then 
shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation c^ the world., TheQ 
shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me^ ye cursed, into 
evetlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels. And these shall go away 
into everlasting punishment, but the righttous into life eternal. Blessed are the 
dead which die in the Lord from henceforth ; vea, saith the Spirit, that they may 
rest from their labours ; and their works do foUow them. Who shidl be punish- 
ed with evei^la^tins destruction from the presence of the Lord, and fiom the glory 
of his power. And the smoke of their torment aacendeUi up foraver and ever^ 
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and they have na rest day nor ni^ht, who worship tiie beast, and his imi^, and 
whosoever receive th the mark of his name. And many of uiem that sleep in the 
dust of the earth) shall awake some to everlasting life, and some to shame and 
everlasting contempt. But he that shall blaspheme against the Holy Ghost, hath 
never forgiveness, but is in danger of eternal damnation. The Son of man goeth 
as it^is written of him, but wo unto that man, by whom the Son of man is betray- 
ed ! it had been good for that man if he had not been born. Heb. 9. 27. Eccl. 
12.7. i Cor. 16.62. John 6. 28, 29. Acts 24, 15. Matt. 25. 81—33. Rom. 14. 
10. 12. 2 Gor. 6. 10. Eccl. 12. 14. Matl.^ 12. 36. Matt. 26. 34, 41, 46. Rev: 
14.13. 2Thess. 1.9. Rev. 14. 11, Dan. 12. 2. Mark 3. 29. Matt. 26. 24. 



Moreover, we believe that in this world the Lord 
Jesus Christ has a visible Church ; that the terms of 
membership ar^ a credible profession of faith in 
Christ, and of that holiness which is wrought by 
the renewing grace of God ; that none but mem- 
bers of the visibly churqh, in regular standing, have 
a right to partake of the Lord's Supper ; and that 
only they and their households, cstn be admitted to 
the ordinance of Baptism. 

Unto the Church of God, which is at Corinth, to them thajt are sanctified in 
Christ Jesus, called to 'be saints, with all that^in every place call upon tlie name 
of Jesus Christ our Lordj both theirs and ours. Nevertheless tiie foundation of 
God staindeth sure, having this seal, the Lord knoweth them that are his. For a$ 
the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, 
being many, are one body \ so also is Christ. For by one spirit s^e we all bap- 
tized into one body,. whether we be Jews or Qentiles, whether we b6 bond' or 
free } aixd h^ve been all made to<drink into one Spirit. That in the dispeusatioi^ 
of the fblness of tiroes, he might gather together In one all things in Chirist, both 
which are in heaven, and which are on earth, even in him* And hath put all 
thing9 under his feet, and gavie him to be head over all things to the church, 
which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all. He that hath an ear, 
let bitn h^ar what the Spirit saith unto the churches-. And I say also unto thee^. 
That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church j and the gates 
of hell shall not prevail against it. 

Go ye therefore, and teach' all nations, baptizing them in the name^of the Fa- 
ther, and bf the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: And as they .were eating, Je^us took 
bread and Messed it, and brake it, and gave it to the disciples, and said, Take, 
eat, this is my body. And he took the cup, and $ave thanKs, and gave it to theroy 
saying, Drink ye aft of itj for this is my blood of the tiew tqatament, which is 
shed for many for the remission of shis. But I say unto you, I .wQl not drink • 
henceforth of the fruit of the wine, until that day when I drink it new with you in 
my Father's kingdom. And when they had sung a hymn, they went out into the 
mount of Olives. Then they that gladly received his word were baptized, and 
the same day there were added unto them about three thousand. $ouls. And 1 
will establish my covenant between meand thee, and thy seed afler thee, in their 
generations, for an everlasting covenant ; tq be a God unta thee, and to thy seed 
after tfiee. And God said unto Abraham, Thou shalt keep my covenant, there- 
fore, thou and thy seed after thee^ in their generations. This is my covenant, 
which ye shall keep between me and you, and thy seed after thee ; every man 
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child among you ihaU be circumciied. And ye shall circumcise the flesh of your 
foreskin ^ and it shall be a token' of the coyenant betwixt me and you. And he 
that is eight days old, shall be circumcised among you^ every man child in your 
generations : he that is born in the house, or bought with money of any stranger, 
which is not of thy seed. And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the 
ri^teousness of the faith, which he had, yet being uncircumcised, that he might 
be the father of all them that believe, though they be not circumcised, that right- 
eousness might be imputed unto them also. Therefore it is of faith, that it nught 
be by grace, to the end the promise might be sure to allthe seed: not to that on- 
ly which is of the law. but to that ^so which is of the faith of Abraham, who is 
the father of us all. For the promise is unto you and to your children. Their 
children also shall be as aforetime. For the unbelieving husbSmd is sanctified by 
the wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified by the husband} else were your 
children unclean, but now they are holy. But Jesus called them unto him and 
said. Suffer little children to come unto me and forbid them not 3 for of such is 
the kingdom ofGod. -And he took them the same hour of the night, and wash- 
ed their stripes ; and was baptised, he and all his straightway. Andwhen she was 
baptixed, and her household, she besou^^ us, saying, If ye have judged me to 
be faithful to the Lord, come into my house, and abide there. And I baptized 
also the household of Stephanas, f or I have received of the Lord that which 
also 1 delivered unto you. That the Lord Jesus the same night in ^hich he was 
betrayed took bread. And when he had given thanks, he brake it, and said, Take 
eat ; this is my body, which is broken for you'; this do in remembrance of me. 
A(ter the same manner also he took the cup, when he had aupped, sayii^, This 
cup is the New Testament in my blood ; this do ye as oil as ye arink it in re^ 
membrance of me . For as oflen as ye eat this bread and drink this cup, ye do 
show the Lord's death till he come. And when a stranger shall sojourn with 
thee>.and will keep the passover to the Lord, let all his males be circumcised, 
and then let him'come near and keep it ;'-and he shall be as one that is bom ' in 
the land ; for no uncircumcised person shall eat thereof. Whosoever^ therefore, 
shall confess me before men, him will F conftss also before my Father which is 
in heaven. But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will 1 also deny be- 
fore my Father which is in heaven. Be ye not unequajly yoked together with 
unbelievers ; for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness ? And 
what cummunion hath light with darkness ? And what concord hath Christ with 
Belial % Or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel ? But unto the 
vvicked God saith. What hast thou to do to declare my statutes, br that thou 
shouldest take my covenant in tiiy mouth. The sacrifice of the wicked is an 
abomination to the Lord; but the prayer of the upright is his delight. 1 Cor. 1. 
2. 2 Tim. 2. 19. , 1 Cor. 12.' 12, 13. Eph. 1. 10. 22, 23. Rev. 2. 7. Matt. l6. 
18. Matt. 28. 19. Matt. 26. 26-430. Acts 2. 41. Gen. 17. 7. 9, 10, 11, 12. 
Rom. 4. 11, 16. Acts 2. 39. Jer. 30. 20; I Cor. 7. 14. Luke 18. 16. Acts 16. 
3^ Acts 16. 16. 1 Cor. 1.16. 1 Cor. 11. 23r-26. Ex. 12. 48. Matt. K). 32, 38. 
^Coh6.14, 16. PsUm 60. 16. Prov. 15. 8. 



Such i$ the belief of this Church. . Do you truly 
profess and heartily believe all these things ? 

[Tlie ordinance of Baptism, if required, iff now administered,] 

You will now enter into solemn Covenant with 
God and with this Church. .' 



THE COVENANT. 



In the presence of God, his holy angels, and 
this assembly^ you now solemnly avouch the Lord 
Jehovah, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost to be your 
God, the supreme object of your affection, and 
your portion forever. 

You now cordially acknowledge the Lord Jesus 
Christ in all his mediatorial offices. Prophet, Priest, 
and King, as your only Safviour and final Judge ; 
and the Holy Spirit as your Sanctifier,. Comforter, 
and Guide. 

You humbly and cheerfully devote yourselves to 
God, in the everlasting covenant of his grace ; 
you consecrate all your powers and faculties to his 
service and glory.; and you promise, that, through 
the assistance of his Spirit, 3?ou will cleave to him 
as your chief good ; that you will ,give diligerit 
attendance to his word and ordinances ; that you 
will seek the honour and interest of his kingdom ; 
and that henceforth, denying all ungodliness, and 
every worldly lust, you will live soberly, righteous- 
ly, and godly in the world. 

You do now cordially join yourselves to this as 
a church of Christ, engaging to submit to the rules 
of its government and discipline ; to strive earn* 
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estly for its peace, edification, and purity, and to 
walk with its members in charity, faithfulness, 
circumspection, meekness, and sobriety. 

This you severally profess and engfige. 

[Here the Church rises.] 

We then affectionately receive you as members 
of the visible Church of Christ in. full communion, 
and entitled to all its privileges. We welcome you 
to this fellowship with us in the blessings of the 
Gospel, and on our part engage to watch over you 
and seek your edification as long as you shall con- 
tinue among us. - 

Should you have occasion to remove, it will be 
your duty to seek, and ours to grant, a recommen- 
dation to another church ; for hereafter you can 
never withdraw from the watch and communion of 
the saints without a breach of covenant. 

And now, beloved in the Lord, let it be impress- 
ed on your minds that you have come under solemn 
obligations^ from which you can never escape. 
Wherever you go, these vows will be upon you. 
They will follow you to the bar of God ; and in 
whatever world you njay be fixed they will abide 
upon you to eternity. You can never again be as 
you have been. You have unalterably committed 
yourselves, and henceforth you must be the servants 
of God. 

Hereafter the eyes of the world will be upjon 
you ; and as you demean yourselves, so religion 
will be honoured or disgraced. If you walk wor- 
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thy of your profession, you will be a credit and^a 
comfort to us ; but if otherwise, it will be an occa- 
sion of grief and reproach. But, beloved, we are 
persuaded better things of you, and things that 
accompany salvation, though we thus speak. 

May the Lord guide and preserve you till death, 
and at last receive you and us to that blessed world 
where our love and joy shall be forever perfect. 
Amen. 



RULES OF DISCIPUNE AND PRACTICE. 



OFFICERS. 

» 

1. A Clerk, who shall carefully keep.the Records 
of the Church. 

2, A Treasurer, who shall take charge of all 
monies belonging to the Church, and make report 
from his department whenever directed by the 
Church. 

STANDING COMMITTEES.. 

1. An Examining Committee, of which the Pas- 
tor shall be Chairman, who shall examine all appli- 
cants for admission, whether by letter or otherwise, 
and present, in a written report, the names of such 
as they approve ; the Church having a right to at- 
tend these examinations and make any inquiries 
they please. 

2. A Prudential Committee, who shall t^ke and 
hold a deed of the Union Meeting-House jointly 
with the Prudential Committee of the Orthodox 
Union Society, and of equal number; and who 
shall at the annual meeting report the state of the 
Treasury, and have also the general superintend- 
ency of the secular affairs of the Church, having 
powers in all respects similar to those of a Parisl;i 
Committee. 
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STANDING RULES. 

1. All meetings for business shall be opekied 
with prayer. 

1 • The annual meeting for the choice of Officers 
and Standing Committees, &c; shall be on the first 
Monday in January. 

3. No monies shall be drawn from the Treasury, 
except by vote of the Church. 

4. All Standing Committees, Delegates, and Of- 
ficers for the year shall be chosen by ballpt. 

5. All candidates shall be propounded to the 
Church at least four weeks previous to admission ; 
and notice thereof publickly given on the second 
Sabbath following. 

6. All persons admitted to thiis Church shall 
sign the Articles of Faith, Covenant, and Rules 
of Discipline and Practice previous to admission. 

7. The Lord^s Supper shall be administered 
once in two months, on the afternoon of the first 
Sabbaths of January, March, May, July, Septem- 
ber, and November. 

8. Admissions to 'the Church shall bennade oh 
the afternoon of the Communion, in the presence 
of the Congregation. 

9. The Church shall meet at least once during 
the week for devotional exercises, and religious 
conference, to promote their growth in Christian 
knowledge and grace. ' Members of other Churches, 
worshipping with us, may be admitted to this 
meeting by a special vote of the Church. 

3 
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10. All malb Inenibersi iVhd Atd .heads of fami- 
lies, shall regularly ami daily maintain fanjily 
worship. 

11, The ends of discipline are the remova^ of 
Qffence$,— the purity of the Church, — ;tbe benefit 
of offenders, — and the honour of Christ. Offeiff 
ce9 are . of two kindsT— private and public. Pri- 
vate offences are such, as^ ^re jknow^ only to an 
iH^ividual^ pr at most, to a very few. Public 
offences are such as are widely ;spre^^ and ^re 
repeatedly charged upop an individual by. a general 
rumour. , . 

,11*'''. ;.'.■• ♦ J t % ... 

I No complaint or information o^ the subject' of 
a personal or private offence, shall be admitted by- 
tbQ'Churqh unless the mejans of reconciIiia$ion ,or 
qf privately reclaiming the offender have, jaeen, used 
which- are. required by. Christ (Matt. 18^; 16, •16.)^. 
^nd in case of a . public offence the ,'Same: steps 
shall be taken wb^n circumstances wi^l admit: 

J-'';i ': i '. »•■ li » . .,1. • t ■'"•.,1 «« J.,.'" 

otherwise the Clu^cb sl^all appoint individual 
members to converse with the offender priv^tely^; 
in order to reclaim bim* If. the oj^Ssnder do not 
listen to the advice ajid reiyion^trjapces of .thpsj^t 
commissioned by the Church .tjo, vi;^it .l^ii:9,.^)^e|i^ 
the Church shall proceed to exerpis^ $ucb d is?iplip© 
as the. nature and circun^stanpe^^pf the pj£pn9j^^ 
Inquire.. . ^ \'^ ^ , .\..^ .■;_.; ^ /\/..., ' ;:,,;." 
1$. No, individual can cease to be a. member of 
the Church unless regularly dismissed, anfJ reepij^- 
mended to som©) otheif CI^urc^,,---:f(r excpn)imfu4T: 
cated for some offence. 
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14. Individual under censure may be debarred 
from the Holy Supper during any period the Church 
may think proper. 

15. Admonition and excommunication are to be 
administered by the Pastor, or when there is no 
Pastori by the Moderator in conformity to a vote 
of the Church. 

16. The votes of the Pastor and of each miale 
member are equal. • ^ 

17. It is desirable that the female members of 
the Church should attend all its meetings except 
when male imembers only are requested to attend. 

18. Persons who belong to<)ther Churches and 
expect to reside in this place more than a yeair^' 
shall be debarred the privilege of communing with. 
this Church, unless within a year they procure 
letters of dismission and recommendation from the 
Churches to which they belong, and become regu- 
lar members of this Church : provided, however,' 
that if they give satisfactory reasons to the Churchv 
a longer delay may be admitted. 

19. Previous to the stated administration of the 
Lord's Supper a general invitation shall be given 
to the members of Evangelical Churches in fellow- 
ship with this Church, and in regular standing, to 
commune with us in that holy ordinance. 

20. This Church feels itself required by the 
spirit of the Gospel to abstain entirely from buying, 
selling, or using Ardent Spirits and Wines, 
except in case of bodily hurt or sickness, and such 
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abstinence is an invariable condition of member- 
ship and good standing. 

21. The members of this Church shall feel 
themselves bound by the Covenant cheerfully to 
do their part towards supporting the ordinances of 
the Gospel in such a manner as the Church shall 
direct. 

22. The Church shall feel specially bound to 
take a parental superintendence of the Sabbath 
School, and shall annually elect its Teachers and 
examine its concerns. 

23. Any of the above Rules may be amended 
by a vote of the Church, the amendment having 
been read before the Church at least. two weeks 
previous to their acting thereupon. 

[To the above Articles of Faiths the Covenantf 
and Rules of Discipline and Practice^ the Mem-- 
hers of the Church severally subscribe their names 
previous to admission.'] 
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